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Doctor Raymond R. Tibbetts, M.D., (1875-1958) 


Bethel Doctors, 1900-1950 

By Margaret Joy Tibbetts 

Editor’s Note: A version of this essay was presented as a 
lecture sponsored by the Bethel Historical Society on 7 
November 1991 held in the Dr. Moses Mason House Meeting 
Room. The author has revised, added to and updated her 
remarks for this issue. 

In this essay, I deliberately limited the time period to those 
years which I know well. My father, Raymond R. Tibbetts, 
M.D.( 1875-1 958) practiced medicine in Bethel from 1905 to 
1957. My mother, Pearl Ashby Tibbetts (1885-1982), was a 
registered nurse. I was born in 1919 and I have many 
recollections of what life in a busy doctor’s house was like. 
Obviously my memories are not all inclusive, but eyewitness 
.recounts are often very useful to future historians even if 
idequate. My memories also, of course, tend to feature one 
doctor — Dr. Tibbetts. Since he practiced here for over fifty 
years, his experiences were very typical; perhaps in some 
cases — accidents, for example — his experiences were broader 
than for the other doctors since Dr. Tibbetts’ office was on 


upper Main Street beside the drug store and emergency cases 
were often brought to the easiest office to locate. 

The early 1900s were a period of rapid change in 
American life; much of the change came in the form of great 
inventions. These inventions were eventually to transform 
the life of the average American. Among the earliest of these 
transformations were the telephone, which came to Bethel in 
1895, and the automobile that arrived here seven years later 
in 1902. 

The most popular and the busiest of Bethel doctors at that 
time was Dr. John A. Twaddle ( 1 849- 1918). There were other 
doctors; Dr. Tibbetts bought his practice from Dr. Gardiner 
Sturtevant in 1 907. Dr. Twaddle, a native of Weld, had come 
to Bethel in 1877 and enjoyed a very large practice, hi 
country towns, doctors were usually prominent citizens and 
Dr. Twaddle was accepted as an almost indispensable part of 
Bethel life. The Twaddles, old Doctor Twaddle and his two 
sons, Dr. Widd and Dr. Gard Twaddle, all had fine 
ersonalities. They were noted for their friendliness, humor, 
indness and competence. 

Dr. Twaddle’s practice covered a large area: Bethel Hill, 
West, East, North and South Bethel, Greenwood, Mason, 
Albany, Newry, sometimes Upton, and after the death of Dr. 
John Willard, Woodstock. In time, other doctors including 
Dr. Twaddle’s son, Dr. Widd, and Dr. Tibbetts also had 
patients in these areas. 

When Dr. Twaddle began his practice, he had used a horse 
and buggy to cover his territory. This conveyance was 
delightful at some seasons of the year, but had obvious 
limitations when a doctor was needed in a hurry — for 
example in the case of a serious accident. Accidents were 
common in the country. In time, the telephone and the 
automobile would become essential for the physicians, but in 
the early 1900s one could not be sure of finding a telephone 
in every home, and in the winter, particularly, one must not 
assume that the automobile could reach the patient through 
drifts of snow and not every patient owned an automobile. I 
can remember when, in the winter, my father kept horses in 
our bam up until 1927. When I was five years old (1924), I 
saw how difficult it could be for country people. One winter 
day we were all in the kitchen when a big old horse with 
sleigh came thundering into the dooryard. The horse was 
covered with ropes of sweat. My mother jumped up and 
rushed to send my brother out to help the young boys in the 
sleigh walk the horse to cool down. “Do not let that horse 
drink water,” she called to the boys and rushed to help the 
doctor (my father) into a surgical gown. When they brought 
the child into the house the blood dripped through the old 
quilt so much that the hall floor was slippery. 

Later we were told that the child in the quilt had been 
playing with others on the roof of a small farm building. The 
children jumping around did not see a weather vane under the 
snow, and the weather vane’s very sharp edge had cut the 
child severely. There was much stitching for the doctor to do. 

What impressed me most at the time was the worn out old 
horse. Now I think of how agonizing for the parents that trip 
must have been, a bleeding, crying child ana other children 
frightened and shivering under the edges of an old quilt. Also 
I now think of how many things could go wrong in dealing 



Dr. Isaac H. Wight, M.D. He died 28 October 1931, age 56. He was found 
dead in his car near Riverside Cemetery. A member of the Bethel Odd 
Fellows and the local Masonic lodge, he was also a trustee of Gould 
Academy and president of the Bethel Savings Bank. Over four hundred 
attended his funeral at the Bethel Congregational Church. He began his 
practice in Bethel in 1902 shortly after his graduation from the University 
of Vermont Medical School. 

with wounds of that magnitude. Both patients and doctors 
were to benefit in 1924 when the campaign to build the 
Rumford Hospital was launched. The initiative for the 
Hospital came from a prominent Rumford surgeon. Dr. 
Eugene McCarty, who was moved to begin the project by his 
experiences in having to take patients out of town to find a 
hospital. For the doctors, the Rumford Hospital meant a 
significant rise in the level of possible care. 

After old Dr. Twaddle died in 1918, he was succeeded in 
his practice by his older son. Dr. Widd Twaddle (1884-1963). 
The Bethel doctors all got along well with each other. They 
practiced independently and seldom consulted on a case, but 
they “talked shop” a good deal at the drugstore with the 
druggist. William Bosserman (1861-1948) was the owner of 
the drugstore; his pharmacist Alton Carroll (1896-1973) was 
considered exceptionally good at his job. 

Along with Dr. Tibbetts and Dr. Twaddle, the third doctor 
in the 1920s and early 1930s was Dr. Issac W. Wight, who 
died in 1931. He was much liked, a tall slender, courteous 
man. He was succeeded by his nephew. Dr. Harry Wilson, 

S oung, energetic, and very good looking. During World War 
', Dr. Wilson left to go into military service. At the war’s 
end, he left Bethel permanently. Dr. Homer Lawrence came 
to Bethel in 1 942. He was succeeded by Dr. Willard Boynton 
in 1945. For two years Dr. John A. Matheson was associated 
with Dr. Boynton. They also served as Gould Academy 
physicians as did Dr. Tibbetts in an earlier era. 

All the doctors were busy; none was a specialist. At that 


Dr. IVidd B. Twaddle (extreme right) poses with members of his 
wife 's family on Metallak Island, Umbagog Lake about 1915. Also 
in the photograph are standing (left to right): Aldana (1855-1928) 
and Mary King Brooks (1865-1934), Gerry Brooks ( 1878-1 966), 
Grover Brooks (1892-1955), Harry Brooks (1883-1943), Agn^» 
Brooks Twaddle (1885-1971). Seated (left to right): Mildred Mason 
Brooks (1882-1934), Ethel Sanborn Brook (1 888-1945). Photo 
courtesy of Donald and Eleanor Brooks. 



time, country doctors were expected to be able to take care of 
all types of cases, at least initially. Relations between doctors 
and patients were very informal. Seldom did patients make 
appointments. Usually they just came to the office when 
convenient or telephoned. Dr. Tibbetts carried most of his 
files and appointment schedules in his head. Fortunately, 5»“s 
had an excellent memory. His medical files consisted of u 
daily record of patients seen with the name of the patient, the 
type of the illness or affliction — one or two words — and then 
two or three words followed by a line to indicate whether or 
not the patient had paid. 

Bethel had very few arrangements for helping or caring for 
poor people before the New Deal of President Franklin 
Roosevelt came into being. The informality of the time and the 
doctors’ relations with their patients somewhat compensated 
for the relative indifference of town officials. 

My mother told me of one instance of my father stopping 
for gas at Frank Robertson’s filling station on Railroad Street 
(now the Big Apple). Frank said that a little girl from a house 
across the tracks had left a message with Frank to ask Dr. 
Tibbetts to come by and look at her brother who had a “bad 
bellyache.” The doctor said to tell her he would come by after 

3 er. When he went down after supper, my mother went 
him. She said below the tracks it was pitch black, 
impossible to see except with car lights. The doctor said the 
absence of street lights was due to the stinginess of the town 
officials who did not believe in spending taxpayer’s money on 
poor people. 

Wnen they entered one of the small houses below the 
tracks, the parents had no idea the doctor was coming but 
welcomed him warmly. To go upstairs, the doctor went on a 
ladder, examined the little boy carefully (he told my mother he 
was afraid the appendix might rupture). After pushing and 
probing, etc., the doctor decided the little boy was all right but 
that his sister should keep a watch for danger sienals. 

The doctor’s fees at that time were laughable by today’s 
standards, even allowing for changes in the value of mon</“* K 
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Alton Carroll, druggist, sits at the soda fountain in Bosserman's 
Drug Store, Bethel, 1950s. Don Brown Photo. 


A patient’s visit to Dr. Tibbetts in 1930 cost $1— later in the 
1930s it increased to $2. A visit to the patient’s home in the 
country was $5. An enterprising young local man returned to 
Bethel from Massachusetts for his wife to have their baby 
when he discovered that for delivery and postnatal care Dr. 
Tibbetts charged $25. 

Fortunately for the older doctors it was not until after 
World War II that medical insurance was used frequently by 
patients because, prior to that time, they were frustrated with 
the process and skeptical of even the idea. Neither my mother 
nor my father ever came to accept the concept of medical 
insurance easily; my father thought it a nuisance; my mother 
"Relieved it promoted carelessness. 

My mother often said that my father could not have 
practiced medicine successfully without the Bethel telephone 
operators and Alton Carroll. Compared to today’s medical 
standards of careful files, medical histories, complex 
equipment and medications, the methods and routines of 
country doctors of the pre-war period were backward. The 
medical drug salesman who came regularly in the 1920s and 
1 930s began to be replaced by more sophisticated methods of 
selling new drugs. Perhaps one of the most useful 
developments was the cooperation among doctors allowing 
them to have joint practices and time off at regular intervals. 

The type of practice to which my mother referred and the 
one in which she participated so fully was often exciting and 
challenging. The telephone operators were regular players in 
“hunting down” or locating the doctor as he made his rounds 
in order to save time, mileage and money. Relatively often my 
father would be wanted on one side of the Androscoggin and 
at the same time he was speeding along the back roads to 
reach the other side. The need to intercept him was a “game” 
the operators played with great skill. 

A Bethel operator — the best at that time were Mona Martyn 
and Alice Smith — would telephone operators and 
acquaintances on the appropriate side, outline the problem and 
the time limits. The operators would then find someone 
willing to hail the doctor as he came by at the right time. Once 
the message was delivered, the doctor would rush off as 
needed. No one ever refused or hesitated about helping. 

Alton Carroll’s friendship and assistance were most 
valuable to my mother. He could read my father’s 
handwriting, assist my mother when patients arrived at the 
Tice during the doctor’s absence to ask for medications, and 
often work with my mother on numerous accidents by 
bandaging victims while waiting for the doctor to return. 

When the war ended in 1945, my father was seventy and 
beginning to talk of retiring although, except for refusing to 
make nignt calls, he did not change his daily routines much. 


The system of organizing doctor’s offices changed 
considerably, however, with joint practices, more modem 
equipment, and the eventual development of extensive health 
insurance organizations, both private and government 
operated. These new developments, which seemed to save 
some of the doctor’s time, are now common. The days of 
chasing the doctor down within a sizeable area are no longer 
necessary. Bethel went through a period of reorganization, 
which eventually in the 1970s and 1980s resulted in the 
formation of the Bethel Health Center, which is outside the 
limits of this presentation, but remains a story that needs to be 
told. 

My brother, sister and I all realized even as children that 
my father thoroughly enjoyed practicing medicine and reveled 
in being a country doctor. He liked the variety and the 
excitement; he enjoyed the admiration of the townspeople and 
the sense of being useful. He was amply repaid for his hard 
work and late hours by the loyalty of his patients and their 
respect for his courage and skill. He was not an easygoing or 
cheerful, joking man. Often he was brusque and silent. In his 
defense, he did not have much chance to talk when my 
mother, sister and I were all at home. In all the years I knew 
him, he only once told a funny story. He was, however, a 
devastating mimic, who could do a priceless interpretation of 
the Headmaster of Gould Academy or some of the self- 
important guests at the Bethel Inn with whom he played golf. 
Medicine was his major interest and he enjoyed practicing in 
a town surrounded by woods and mountains. He loved making 
his house calls to watch the changing seasons, the progress of 
each farmer’s crops, or the occasional deer or partridge in an 
orchard eating buds. 



Pearl Ashby Tibbetts, R.N., wife of Dr. Raymond R. Tibbetts 


My mother told me once that she and my father often 
thought how fortunate they had been when as strangers fate 
brought them to Bethel to live in a beautiful town, in pleasant 
surroundings with so many good people living there. Bethel 
has had conscientious and able doctors who have helped to 
make this a place in which we are all happy to live. May all 
future doctors be as happy here as have been the Bethel 
doctors of its past. 
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Calendar of Events for 2005 


President’s Column 

Many members serve on the more than twenty standing 
committees of the Society. These dedicated individuals 
help our organization gain new members, raise funds, 
enhance programming, and generally make it stronger. As 
time passes, we know that the Society will continue to be 
the repository for an increasing number of photographs, 
documents, artifacts and memories of our region. Its 
profile appears to be growing in significance every year 
and we expect 2005 will be no exception. Volunteers will 
be needed for many projects and there are a number of 
committees to join. Feel free to call me at 824-2239 or the 
Society office (824-2908) if you would like to become a 
committee member or an active volunteer. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for their help during the past year and all those 
who made donations to the Annual Fund and the Society’s 
collections. Together we are making progress and we 
expect to see more goals realized in the future. 

Arlan R. Jodrey 


ANNUAL FUND 

Help keep the Society strong by making a gift to its 
Annual Fund Campaign. Tax deductible contributions help 
support its exhibits, special events, publications, and other 
programming. Gifts in any amount may be made 
throughout the year to the Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, 
ME 04217-0012. 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 
COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE 

The Bethel Historical Society is committed to building 
on its reputation as a premier regional history center that 
will continue to enrich the educational and cultural life of 
its community for generations to come. Members and 
friends have generously contributed to the operations of 
the Society and to the acquisition of the Robinson House. 
In order to ensure the long-term maintenance and further 
development of the Center’s facilities, programs, and 
collections, the Society is seeking new forms of support. 
Y ou, readers of The Courier, are asked to consider making 
a charitable gift to the Society through a bequest in your 
will, the establishment of a trust, or a number of other 
financial arrangements and options that are available. 
These charitable gifts can be structured to support the 
Society’s mission while at the same time assuring the 
security of your family. For more information, please 
contact the Society by calling (207) 824-2908 or (800) 
824-2910 or by writing to P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 
04217-0012 or by emailing: info@bethelhistorical.org 


February 26-Annual Heritage Day 
March 17, 31- April 14, 28-Course: Farming in Maine 
1600-the present 

April 9-Lecture on Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain and book 
signing 

April 18-Antiquarian Supper/Patriot’ s Day Celebration 
May 12-Lecture-Jean Hankins, Ph.D., “Settling Oxford 
County” 

May 28-Faye Taylor Memorial Art Show 
St. Never’s Day Sale 

June 9-Larry Glatz, Chairman, Oxford County Bicentennial 
Committee, “The Oxford Bears” 

June 1 1-Oxford County Bicentennial Celebration at Paris 
Hill 

July 4-Community Picnic and Portland Brass Quintet 
August 12-14-Sudbury Canada Days 
August 19-Reception for the Opening of the“Barn Again!” 
Exhibit 

September 8-Annual Meeting-Lecture, Christi Mitchell, 

Maine Historic Preservation Commission, “History 
of Maine Barns” 

September 17-Barn Tour 
October 8-Grange Supper and Maine Humorist 
October 13-Lecture, William Bunting, “A Day’s Work” 
October 22-Closing of the “Bam Again!” Exhibit 
November 10-Slide Presentation Celebrating Newry’s ^ 
Bicentenary 

December 8-Annual “Christmas with the Masons” 
December 3 1— 8th Annual New Year’s Bethel 


Bethel Doctor’s Rate Schedule for 1904 

Drs. G. L. Sturtevant and Issac H. Wight in the 6 January 
1 904 issue of the Bethel News announced their rates: ( 1 ) Visits 
within the Corporation limits-$l (2) Visits outside 
Corporation limits within two miles $1.25 (3) Visits outside 
two mile radius-$2 (4) Incidental calls in passing-$l (5) 
Services between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.-double (6) Obstetrical 
attendance with subsequent visits not included-$10. 


Capital Campaign Update 

Over $650,000 has been raised to date from cash, stock, 
gifts, pledges, grants, and challenges from over 400 
donors. Another comprehensive listing of those making 
gifts will be included in a 2005 issue. To learn more 
about this Society project or to make a capital gift, see oup^ 
web-site address on page 12 or call (800) 824-2910 or 
write us at P.O. Box 1 2, Bethel, ME 042 1 7-00 1 2. 
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2004 Annual Fund Donors 

A record 452 donors contributed more than $24,000 to the 2004 
Annual Fund campaign. Much gratitude is expressed to all of the 
following for their generosity: 

^^Nancy and Roger Adams, Jr., West Simsbury, CT; in memory of Kate 
Adams 

.'ortia M. Albee, Alameda, CA 
Robert Albota, Ottawa, ONT, Canada 
The Allisons, Wellesley, MA 
John Amann, Bethel 

William and Deborah Andrews, Newry, ME 

Richard and Sue Angevine, Upton, ME 

Oscar Annis, Bethel; in memory of Louise Annis 

Jean C. Anton, Greenwood, ME; in memory of Stephanie Anton 

Roberta Arbree, Randolph, NH 

Mary Ann Ashcraft, Westminster, MD 

Anonymous; in memory of Athena Gabriele Tsakiridis 

Jim and Linda Auman, Warren, NJ 

Carolyn S. Austin, Bennington, VT; in memory of J. Maynard Austin 
Carol Bailey, Bethel 
Jo Baker, Newry, ME 

Oscar R. Baldwin, Havre de Grace, MD; in memory of Samuel Wing 
Allen and Mary-Alice Bancroft, Paris, ME 
Brad and Judy Barker, Bethel 

Don Barker, Kingston. NH; in memory of Gwen Currier 

Mitchell F. Barker, Albuquerque, NM 

A1 and Lee Barth, Paris, ME 

Nat and Betty Bartholomaei, Hilton Head, SC 

Dorothy Bartlett, Bethel; in memory of Urban and Lillian Bartlett 

Elizabeth H. Bartlett, Fresno, CA; in memory of Albert B. Bartlett 

Urban Bartlett, Bethel 

Polly and Ken Bartow, Otisfield, ME 

Evelyn Bean, Bryant Pond, ME 

Penelope Beckmann, Litchfield, CT; in memory of Marjorie Noll 
Deena Bennett, Biyant Pond, ME 

Bessie M. Bennett, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson; in memory of 
Lester Bennett & Sandra Bennett Mason 
Randall H. Bennett, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson; in memory 
of Tom Wheeler 

Joanne Powers Benton, Portland, OR 
Nancy M. Berges, Long Island, ME 

Hi and Mary Lou Beriy, Newry, ME; in memory of Eva Chapman, Judith 
Costa and Helen Berry 
_Fred and Marion Bither, Falmouth, ME 
im Black, St. Johns, MI 
.inona A. Blake, West Paris, ME 

Robert and Cyntnia Blake. Bethel; in memory of Betty Blake 

Mark and Ruth Boche, Lakewood, CO; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 

Paul and Sally Bodwell, Bethel 

Gwyneth and Ken Bohr, Bethel 

Melody and Garret Bonnema, Bethel 

Ann Borreson, Sparta, WA; in memory of Daniel Beckler & Frank Miller 
families 

Dr. & Mrs. Henry Bourgon, Bucksport, ME; in memory of Louis and 
Thelma Van Den Kercklioven 

Keith and Bonnie Bowden, Melrose, MA; in memory ofFlorine Bowden 
Colleen F. Boyd, West Bethel, ME: in memory of Duke Boyd 
Donald and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel 
Beth and Walter Brough, Greenwood, ME 
Caroline M. Brown, Colorado Springs, CO 

Arlene G. Brown, Bethel; in memorv of Evelyn Nickerson and Robert 
Eichel 

Doris M. Brown, Bethel 

Jeff Brown, East Longmeadow, MA 

Leland R. Brown, Bethel; in memory of Barbara 

Albert and Norma Buck, Oxford, ME; in honor of Wilma Gorman 

Gurdon S. Buck, Watertown, MA 

Lynn Burnett, Seattle. WA 

Cheryl Burnham, Bethel 

Edward and Cynthia Bush, South Dennis, MA; in memory of Catherine 
Bush 

Muriel Butters, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 

Carolyn S. Campbell, Bethel; in memory of Marlene Marshall 

Catherine Canavan, Cool, CA 

Dennis and Wendy Carey, North Barrington, IL 

Sara S. Carson, Oxford, ME; in memory of Billy Stowell 

Irving L. Carver, White Bear Lake, MN; in memory’ of Ruth Carver Ames 

Stanford Carver, Wappingers Falls, NY 

June B. Cassidy, Westwood, MA 

Robert and Nancy Chadboume, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 
Douglas E. and Anne B. Chandler, Tempe, AZ 
Steve and Lynda Chandler, Brunswick, ME 

_Farle W. Chapman, Maple Shade, NJ; in memory of Perry A. Chapman, 
Sr. 

osalind Chapman, Bethel 

Tony and Amy Chapman, Greenwood, ME; in memory of Ruth W. Wight 
Donald M. Christie, Jr., Gray, ME 
Norman and Sylvia Clanton, Bethel 
Adaline S. Clough, Bethel 


Nancie Coan, Washington, DC; in memory of Beckie Bailey 
Howard and Ginny Cole, Bethel 
Ray and Joan Cole, Bethel 
Scott Cole, Bethel 

Judith Coletta, Woonsocket, Rl; in memoiy of Florine Bean Bowden 
Eleanor B. Conary, Norwich, CT; in memory of Bill Conary 
Eva and Rupert Conroy, Auburn, ME; in memory of Dell and Sylvia 
Conroy 

Francis and Emilie Coolidge, Boxborough, MA 
Victor L. Coolidge, Bethel 

Margaret and William Cousins. Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 
Talbot and Dorothy Crane, Wilmington, DE; in memory of Geraldine 
Stanley Howe 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen S. Cressy, Bethel 

Roland and Barbara Crocker, Riverside, RI; in memory of Wallace and 
Lilias Coolidge & Edgar and Miina Coolidge 
Clayton and Lola Crockett, Bethel 
Honey Cronin, Andover. ME 

Sue and Jack Cross, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 

Joanne Crounse, Danvers, MA 

Eve and John R. Crumpton, Jr., Oxford, ME 

Freda Davis, Bethel; in memory of Herb Kitlredge 

Bob and Polly Davis, Bethel 

Dr. Thomas Dawson, Laconia, NH 

Helen Dolloff, Hanover, ME; in memory of Vance Richardson 
Pat Dooen, Bethel 
Barbara Douglass, Bethel 

Grace and Dick Douglass, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 
Josiah and Joanna Drummond, Bethel 

Chad and Kate Nickerson Dumais, Livermore, ME; in honor of George 
A. & Danna B. Nickerson 

Hugh and Mariann Durgin, Norway, ME; in memoiy of John E. Grover 
Diane Dyer, Westbrook, ME; in memoiy of Bruce Dyer 
Mrs. K. M. Eames, Cape Elizabeth, ME 
Margaret T. Edwards, Upton, ME 

Freeman and Barbara Eltingwood, Englewood, FL; in memory of 
Manorie Cummings 
Marlene and Lawrence Engaahl, Bethel 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Howard and Alice Fales, West Redding, CT 
Walter and Phyllis Fales, Au Gres, MI 
Esther L. Famum, Norway, ME 
Don and Ruth Feeney, Bryant Pond, ME 
Norm and Barbara Ferguson, Hanover, ME 
Gordon Fish, St. Johnsbury, VT 
John and Mariya Fogarasi, Berlin, Germany 
Julia and John Fox, Jr., West Newton, MA 
Doris Fraser, Bethel 

Robert Barker Fredrickson, Ballwin, MO; in memory of Eleanor Noyes 
Johnson 

Robert J. Fredrickson, Alpharetta, GA 

Eben and Barbara Freeman, Bethel 

Mark Freeman, Panama City, FL 

Linda Gamble, Bethel; in memory of Ava S. Carmichael 

Peter and Mary-Ellen Gartner. Bryant Pond, ME 

Marian Penley Gates, Ann Arbor, MI; in memory of Frank H. Penley 

Arthur and Ruth Gilbert, West Bethel, ME 

Shirley and Marilyn Gilbert, West Bethel, ME 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Glatz, Harrison, ME 

Cheryl Goddard, Lisbon Falls, ME; in honor of Florence Hastings 
Good Food Store, Bethel 
Joan S. Goodhew, Atlanta, GA 
Goodwin's Inc., Norway, ME 

Alice C. Grady, Acton, MA; in memoiy of Frances Carter Chapman 

Alice T. Gray, Portland, ME 

Wende Gray, Bethel; in memory of Pearl McMillin 

Greenleaf Funeral Home, Bethel 

Robert and Anne Greenleaf, N. Scituate, RI; in memory of Dr. & Mrs. S. 
S. Greenleaf 

Jerry and Jeri Greenwell, Bethel 

Jean H. Grover, Greenwood, ME; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. William Hamill, Richmond, VA 
Judith Hardenbrook, Kennebunkport, ME 
Mary Lee Harris, Naples, FL 

Carolyn Wight Harrison, Portland, ME; in memory of Elizabeth Emery 
Wight & Ruth Emery Verville 
Colwyn and Judy Haskell, Bethel 

Eric and Celeste Hastings, North Reading, MA; in honor of Florence 
Hastings 

Noreen and Hugh Hastings, II, Fryeburg, ME; in honor of Robert and 
Florence Hastings 

Walter and Carol Hatch, Bethel; in memoiy of Tom IVheeler 

John and Fumi Head, Bethel; in memory of Arthur L. Head 

Joshua Paul Head, Bethel; in honor of Mom and Dad 

Healey & Associates, Inc., Auburn, ME; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 

Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Heath, Jr., Norway, ME 

Charles H. Heino, Belgrade, ME 

Sharon Sessions Heiss, Sandy UT; in memory of Patty Bartlett Sessions 

William and Susan Herlihy, Newry, ME 

Jay and Hope Herr, Albany Twp, ME 

Richard ana Lorrie Hoeh, Albany Twp., ME 

Adolf U. Honkala, Midlothian, VA 


- 5 - 



Rudolf A. Honkala, Bethel; in memory of Maxine Wright 
Jane W. Hosterman, West Bethel, ME; in memory of Richard Hosterman; 
in memory of Tom Wheeler 

Allen and Linda Howe, Bethel; in memory of Rodney and Geraldine 
Howe 

Greg and Sandy Howe, Gettysburg, PA 

Stanley R. Howe, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson, William H. 

Howe, Lucille Holman, Ruth Wight, Bob Eichel, Kathryn Davis 
Hamlin, Barbara Lyon Kuzyk, Vance Richardson, Jane 
deFrees, Tom Wheeler, Jessie Fairbanks 
Nancy Huff, Lewiston, ME 

Lee and Ginny Hutchins, Bethel; in memory of Barbara Kuzyk 
IBM Corporation 

Mildred Jackson, Bethel; in memory of Dana Jackson 
Patricia Lee Jackson, Barstow, CA’ 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Jacobsen, Jr., New City, NY 

Arlan and Elbe Jodrey, Bethel 

John and Elaine Jones, Portland, ME 

Alice Keddy, Gorham, ME: in inemoty of Royden A. Keddy 

Rebecca P. Kendall, Bethel 

Ron and Marguerite Kendall, Bethel 

Earlon and Mary Keniston, Bethel; in memory of Ruth Wight and 
Barbara Kuzyk 

Alden and Mabel Kenriett, Bethel 
Elizabeth A. Kilgore, Interlachen, FL 
Brian W. Kimball, Tallahassee, FL 
Gordon L. Kimball, Sr., Gray, ME 
Margaret and John King, Lakeland, FL 
James D. Konkel, Cape Elizabeth, ME 

Helen L. Kraul, Portland, ME; in memory of the Alister Lowe family 
Leslie Bancroft Krichko, Ridgefield, CT; in honor of Florence Hastings 
Harry S. Kuzyk, Bethel; in memory of Barbara Kuzyk 
Robert J. Lannon, Exeter, NH 

Barbara H. Lapham, Hanover, ME; in memory of Dale E. Lapham 
Daisy LeClair, Green Valley, A Z; in memory oj Syl LeClair 
Gil and Carol LeClair, Green Valley, AZ; in honor of Daisy LeClair 
Will and Mary Leland, Berkeley Heights, NJ 
Gloria Lewis & Lauretta Varo, Bethel 

Nancy Lincoln, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson and Louise 
Lincoln 

Ellen and Stephen Little, Dover, MA 
Arlene D. Lowell, Bethel; in memory of Lloyd B. Lowell 
Frank and Beatrice Lowell, Newry ME; in memory of Dan and lola 
Forbes 

Mary and Roy Lurvey. Standish, ME; in memory of Ethel Ward 
H. Merrill Luthe, Portland, ME; in memory of Jane Luthe 
A1 and Tammy MacDormand, Gilead, ME 
James and Linda Macgregor, Rumford Center, ME 
Barbara Mahler, Bethel; in memory of Tom Wheeler 
Mahoosuc Realty, Bethel 

Main-Land Development Consultants, Livermore Falls, ME 

The Maine House, Bryant Pond, ME 

Maine Line Products, Greenwood, ME 

Mary March, Bridgton, ME 

Art and Ellen Marshall, Bethel 

Craig and Ann Mason, Gorham, ME 

John R. Mason, DDS, Bethel 

Nancy H. Mercer, Bethel; in memory of James K. and Agnes H. Haines 

Geneva J. McCoy, Gilead, ME; in memory of Samuel F. McCoy 

Robert McCrea, Meriden, CT; in memory of Maty McCrea 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Millard, Jr., Bristol, RI 

Frederick and Penelope Milton, West Boylston, MA 

Thomas H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA; in memory of Albert T. Mitchell 

Marilyn Noyes Mollicone, Augusta, ME 

James and Josephine Monahan; Gilead, ME 

Joann Mooney, London, England 

Patricia Packard Moore, Fresno, CA 

Diane L. Morris, Tallahassee, FL; in memory of Zenas W. Bartlett 

Jeremiah F. Morris, Teaticket, MA 

Dave and Ann Morton,, Biyant Pond, ME 

Helen A. Morton, Newry, ME 

Ellen Muear, Cape Elizabeth, ME 

Mundt-AUen Post 8 1 , American Legion, Bethel; in honor of those who 
serve our nation 

Dave and Nancy Murphy, Bethel 

Carol C. Nesius, Montrose, CO; in memory of Margaret S. Ward 
George and Danna Nickerson, Bethel; in memory oj' Donald S. Brown and 
Herbert & Evelyn Nickerson 
Norway Savings Bank, Norway, ME 
Carolyn J. Nygren, Sunrise, FL; in memory of Ethel Nygren 
Hazel and Joe O'Donnell, Newton, MA; in memory of Margaret S. Ward 
Kevin O'Reilly and Nancy Eaton, West Bethel, ME 
Marvin and Tineke Ouwinga, Bethel; in memory of Torn Wheeler 
Jean K. Owen, Bethel 
Jim and Lucia Owen, Stoneham, ME 
Oxford Networks, Buckfield, ME 
Peggy Paine, Monson, MA 
Pars Pizza, Bethel 
Wendy and Richard Penley, Bethel 

Louise L. Poisson, Cape Neddick, ME; in memory of Arthur F. and E. 
Louise Lincoln 

Pooh Corner Farm, Mason Twp. ME 


Persis G. Post, Shelburne, VT; in memory of Archie T. Post 
Bruce and Shirley Powell, Hanover, ME’ 

Betty R. Prescott, Bangor, ME 

Eleanor Pugliese, Bethel; in memory of Anthony Pugliese 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Ramage, Bethel 

Richard Rasor, Bethel; in memory of Bill Allbaugh 

Betsy and Charlie Raymond, Bethel 

Sylvia and Thomas Revay, Dedham, MA 

Robert and Priscilla Rice, West Chatham, MA 

David L. Richards, Jr., Skowhegan, ME 

Martha Ricker, Bryant Pond, ME 

Gwilym Roberts, Farmington, ME 

John K. Russell, Shelburne, NH 

Doris M. Sandell, Raymond, ME; in memory of Adelia A. Waterhouse 

Robert and Katherine Schneider, Dedham, MA 

John and Suzanne Schneider, Lynnfield, MA 

Charles and Joanne Scontras, Cape Elizabeth, ME 

Charles and Edith Seashore, Bethel 

Glenn B. Skillin, Biddeford, ME 

Roxanne Sly, Guilford, CT 

Smith & Town Printers, Berlin, NH; in memory of Roger Godbout 
Arthur and Cathy Smith, Sonoma, CA 

Charles Mason Smith, York Beach, ME; in memory of Clare Mason 
Smith 

Eugenia M. Farwell Spalding, Tewksbury, MA; in memory of Margaret 
S. Ward 


Martha J. Spalding, Chelmsford. MA; in memory of Ruth Wight 

Robert and Janet Spidell, San Clemente, CA 

Nancy F. and John J. Sposato, Jr., Dover, NH; in memory of Ruth S. 

Farrell & Edward "Ned" Hastings 
Elisabeth Howe Stedman, Ottawa, ONT, Canada 
Doris B. Stengel, Wayne, NJ; in honor of Libby Shirrefs 
Bertha Stevens, Bethel 

Robert B. and Joanne P. Stewart, Portland, ME 
Henry and Pat Stewart, Bryant Pond, ME 
Stifler Family Foundation, Brookline, MA 
Janet and Dexter Stowell, Bethel 
George and Mary Stowell, Falmouth, ME 

Michael Stowell, Flagler Beach, FL; in memory of Herb Kittredge 
Theodore B. Strange, M. D., Chestertown, Ml5 

Larry A. Strout ana family. North Waterboro, ME; in memory of Robert 
Eichel 

The Sudbury Inn, Bethel 

Persis Suddeth, Bowie, MD; in memory of Persis Amazina Cushman 
John and Ruth Sughrue, Falmouth, MA 

Violet and Robert B. Swain, East Andover, ME; in memory of Lucie 

Morse Swain + 

Douglas M. Swett, Center Conway, NH 
Albert H. Taylor, Cumberland Center, ME 
Sally and Dick Taylor, Bethel 
Verna G. Thayer, Mason Twp., ME 
Taylor Thompson and Valerie Uber, Jamaica Plain, MA 
Jessica Thomson, Ottawa, ONT, Canada 
Clara H. Thurston, Fryeburg, ME 
Murray W. Thurston, Bethel 

Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; in memory of Mary Tibbetts Freeman 
Natalie and Sam Timberlake, Bethel 
John and Jan Todd, Bethel 

Dr. and Mrs. Jack Trinward, Waterford, ME; in memory of daughter - 
Nancy 

William Ullman, Bethel 
Frances A. Usenik, Kennebunkport, ME 
Mary E. Valentine, Bethel 
Jacqueline Van Leuven, Bethel 
Constance and Donald Vautour, Waterboro, ME 
Stephen and Joan Verrill, Concord, MA; in memory of Floyd and Amy 
Verril! 

Dean and Priscella Walker, Bethel; in memory of Evelyn Nickerson 
W. H. and Joyce Wanger, Aina, ME 

Peter and Barbara Weeks, Dunbarton, NH; in memory of Evelyn 
Nickerson 

Erland and Margaret Wentzell, Windham, ME; in memory of Stan and 
Millie Wentzell 

Judith Wentzell & family, Portland, ME; in memory of Robert Eichel 

Western Maine Brokerage Services, LLC, Rumford, ME 

Sandra S. Wheeler, West Bethel, ME 

Thomas Wheeler, Bethel; in memory’ of Peg Wheeler 

Elizabeth Whiteman, Philadelphia, PA 

Kristin Wiese- Adelman, Rollinsford, NH; in memory ofJakki Wiese 
Mr. and Mrs. Owen Wight, Newry, ME 
Peggy and Steve Wight, Newry, ME 

Willard and Sylvia Wight, Newry, ME; in memory of Tom Wheeler 
Betsy Wilder, Keene. NH; in memory of Frank and Crystal Gorman 
Peggy Williams, Carlisle, PA 
Dennis and Rita Wilson, Bethel 

Carole York, Stratham, NH — 

Edna M. York, Bethel; in memory of Robert York 
Jeanette G. York, Orrs Island, ME 

Raymond E. York, Camarillo, CA; in memory of Stella M. (Grover) York 
Jane B. Young, Bethel; in memory of Mary Arlene Tripp 
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Diary of William S. Hastings 

(continued from the last issue) 

1941 --August 18, Clear & cool. Picked 
beans & hayed. August 19, Clear & warm. 

^.Andover & Rumford for Widd, 3hrs. Rain. P.M. at home. 
August 20, Clear, cool. 8 hrs. in Hartford L4 & 5R8 & 9 for 
Alice Shepard Gilman, 70 mi. August 21, Clear, warm. 8 14 
hrs. in Hartford & finished. August 22, Clear. Picked last 
beans, 4004 lbs. from 1/4 A seed. P.M. research for Widd on 
Andover land (3hrs.) Combine is threshing our oats. August 

23, Cloudy. Dug 26 bu. spuds. Tops are green & heavy. 
August 24, Clear & cool. Grover’s family & our family 
picknicked at “Popple Dam” in Grafton, then went to Lakeside 
& Cambridge river at Grover’s boat house. August 25, Built 
oat bin, etc. August 26, Clear & hot. Ran north line of 
Caldwell place for Widd, Andover L16R1 & L1R2, 7 hrs. 
August 27, Showers. Dumped oats, 490 bags in all, 8 or 9 
hundred bu. Half sick with a cold. August 28, Clear & cold. 
Ran East and South lines of Caldwell place in Andover, 7 hrs. 
August 29, Clear & cool. Ground oats in a.m. Hauled straw 
in p.m. August 30, Showers. Wrote descriptions a.m. Ran 
camp lot for Harry Jordan in p.m., 3 hrs. August 31, Misty. 
Tinkered electric fence in garage. P.M. family went to Canton, 
Jay, Wilton, Weld, Byron, Andover, Bethel & home. From 
Wilton to Andover on the old Coos Road. September 1, Misty. 
Went to Old Orchard with Grover’s [Brooks) family. 
September 2, Shingling the church. 14 men there. September 
3, Clear & fine. Finished the church. Eastern Star Inspection. 
September 4, Clear & fine. Surveying for Phil Chadbourne in 
Rumford, L2 & 3, I s ' Div., 4 hrs. Research, 3 hrs. September 
5, Cloudy. Butchered veal. Came on sick with liver spell. 

^ N Rain all night. September 6, Rain. I’m better. Worked all day 
on machinery and fences. Plowed a small piece in the “Calf 
Pasture.” Housed 100 rock pullets in Coburn place. 
September 7, Cloudy, cool. Ruth was taken into the 
Congregational Church. In p.m. Brooks family and Hastings 
family went to Cambridge River [Upton], September 8, Cold 
& windy. Cut ensilage com down. Started cutting in. 
September 9, Cool. Filled the silo to the top. Dug 5 bu. spuds. 
Finished haying 2 ni1 crop. September 10, Rain. So. Paris. 
Research 1 hr. on Hugh Thurston’s job. Got meat scraps, etc. 
Brought dog to Greenleaf s from Gordon Grant’s. September 

1 1 , Clear & cool. 8 hrs. for Leslie Davis in L26 & 27 R 2 and 
L 1 9 R6 Bethel. F.C. Degree on Gerard Williams. September 

12, Clear & cool. Sawed wood for school. Norway in p.m. 
Back is very good. September 13, Clear & cool. 4 hr. for Fred 
Edwards in 20 R 8 & 17 th Intervale Lot, 3 hrs. for Widd 
[Twaddle] in Lots 25, 26 & 27 R2 Bethel & LI 1, R1 1 Bethel 
(Christopher Bean place). September 14, Clear & warm. 
Fryeburg for cranberries. Got about 14 bu. September 15, 
Clear & warm. Coopered potato barrels in a.m. P.M. dug 30 
bbls spuds. Cold shot, my last for 1 month. September 16, 
Clear & hot. Dug 95 bbl., about 1 Acre. September 17, Clear 
& hot! Cut Farwell’s com. September 18, Clear & cool. 
Filling Farwell’s silo. Windy & dry. September 19, Clear & 
cool after a white frost. Worked on a potato conveyor. Crew 
dug 90 bbl. September 20, Clear & hot. Dug 1 1 1 bbl. spuds. 
September 21, Clear & warm. Hauled lumber to Grover’s 
camp on Cambridge River. Turned camp 90 [degrees] & built 

'""‘ s porch floor. Home at 9 p.m. September 22, Clear & hot! Dug 
123 bbl. spuds. 4 A. dug. New Allstate tire on car. September 

24, Clear & hot. Dug 1 50 bbl. September 25, Clear & warm. 
Surveyed 3 !4 hr. for Willard Witham next [to] Norway 


Airport. Crew dug 153 bbl. Finished Home piece. Moved to 
Horse Pasture. 9 A. + dug. September 26, Cool & windy. 
Started on our trip westerly. Went via U.S. Route 2 to 
Lancaster, St. Johnsbury, Montpelier, Burlington, Grand Isle, 
Rouse’s Point, Plattsburg, Ausable Chasm to Ausable Forks, 
N.Y. Overnight camp. September 27, Cloudy, clearing. The 
Adirondacks via Lake Placid, Saranac Lake, Old Forge, etc. to 
Utica. Then south & east through the Catskills to Kingston, 
N.Y. and camp at Port Ewen. September 28, Clearing & hot. 
Crossed Hudson at Bear Mt. bridge after visiting West Point. 
Thence east across Connecticut & Rhode Island to Plymouth, 
Mass. September 29, Clear & cold. Saw Plymouth Rock. 
Then via 3 A to Boston & Route 1 to Portland. Saw movies & 
then home at 9 p.m. Nice trip. 1 125 miles +. September 30, 
Clear & cool. Digging Leslie Noyes spuds. October 1, Clear 
& cool. 6 hr. for Fred Edwards in L4R1, Mason. Guest 
Officer’s night in Star. October 2, Clear & cool. Finished 
Noyes spuds., 900 bu. Started John’s piece. October 3, 
Clouding & rain. Dug 26 rows on John’s. Rain drove us off at 
noon. Graded spuds in p.m. Barb came home [from Gould 
Academy], Gave the dog to Greenleaf. October 4, Clear & 
warm. Graded spuds & grounds oats in a.m. Finished John’s 
piece in p.m. Rodney’s party in eve. September 5, Rain. Dad, 
Grover, John & I went to camp & built the porch roof after 1 
p.m. October 6, Clear & cool. Dug 98 bu. from seed piece. 
Then 97 !4 bbl. from 6 A piece on Mel Bean place. Good crop. 
October 7, Clear & cool. Dug spuds. October 8, Cloudy. Dug 
spuds. October 9, Clear & cold. Dug spuds. Only one day’s 
digging left. M.M. degree for Gerard Williams. October 10, 
Rain. Put up spuds and housed machinery. P.M. Norway for 
treatment. Back is fine. October 11, Showers and colder. 
Made 3 window frames for the camp. Measured Mrs. 
Winslow’s house lot to make a plan showing apple trees. 
October 12, Showers and cold. Trucked the “wangan” 
[supplies] to camp. Finished roof. Set up stove, cut in 2 
windows & a door. October 13, Clear & cool. Finished 
digging spuds, 4730 bu. Laid steel on back side of Bean barn. 
October 14, Cloudy, rain. Put up a load spuds for Hannaford 
Bros. @ $1.60 per cwt. Bob trucked ‘em in p.m. October 15, 
Clear & warm. 8 hrs. for Hal Hastings in L27R 5 on Wiley 
Pasture. October 16, Cold & windy. Went to dedication of 
Farnsworth House at Gould Academy. P.M., 3 hr. for P. H. 
Chadbourne in L2 Rumford (S. side of Great River). October 
1 7, Clear & warm. New water tub & new sills under water box 
[at the bam yard]. October 18, 3 hrs. for Fred Edwards. 
October 19, Clear & cool. Grover, Harry, John and I went to 
Upton to camp. Hung door & put paper on camp. October 20, 
Clear. Tried to drive a well. Struck a rock at seven feet. 
October 21, Cloudy. Hunted at the Forks. Harry got a deer. 
October 22, Clear & cool. I got a doe. October 23, Cloudy, 
rain. One half day on “B Brook” Point, no luck. Our families 
called on us in evening. October 24, Snowing a little. Back to 
the Forks. Grover got a deer near Tyler place. October 25, 
Snowing, squally. 14 day at Forks & Tyler place. No luck! 
Came home at night. October 26, Cloudy & cool. Took 
Barbara to Glen Ellis in p.m. October 27, Cloudy. Bethel to 
see [Ellery] Park about his line next to Wiley Pasture. P.M. at 
So. Paris, 2 hrs. for Edwards, 2 hrs. for Hal [Hastings], 2 hrs. 
for Bill Chapman. October 28, Clear & cold. 8 hrs. for 
Edwards in Mason Lot 4R1 . October 29, Clear & cold. 6 hrs. 
for Bill Chapman & Alister Lowe in Lots 21 & 22R2 Bethel. 
1 hour for Lowe extra. 

(To be continued in the next issue) 
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Photo Gallery 



Chairman of the Board of Trustees A! Cressy and his wife Jackie 
chat with Dr. Elizabeth De Wolfe of the University of New England 
(center) who delivered the annual Hall Memorial Lecture at 
Sudbury Canada Days in August on the topic, “Fighting Pious 
Frauds and Base Deceptions: Anti-Shakerism in New England. "Dr. 
De Wolfe also autographed copies of her book Shaking the Faith: 
Women, Family, and Mary Marshall Dyer’s Anti-Shaker Campaign, 
1815-1867. 



Life Member Dexter Stowell (left) speaks with Robert Spidell 
following Spidell's presentation on the history of his native town, 
Andover, Maine, at the October lecture in the Dr. Moses Mason 
House Meeting Room. Andover celebrated its bicentenary of 
incorporation in 2004. 



Veterans of the Vietnam War gathered with Gould Academy history 
teacher Brad Clarke, Ph.D. at the Vietnam War Oral History Night 
held on November 1 1 in the Meeting Room of the Dr. Moses Mason 
House. Front row (left to right): Allen Cressy, Richard Farren, 
Norm Clanton, Richard Grover: back row (left to right) Brad 
Clarke, Tim Sawyer, Don Feeney, Errol Briggs, John Davis. 



Tiger Scouts and leaders visited the Society 's exhibits at the O 'Neil 
Robinson House in November. Front row (left to right): Brendon 
Stearns, Zack Kellner, Ryan Bennett Back: Kelly Crockett, Fabian 
Corriveau, Nancy Lee Stearns. Also present but not in photo was 
Keith Crockett. 



Pat Stewart, author of a novel based on Molly Ockett’s life, made 
a presentation on Molly Ockett at one session of the Society’s fall 
course on Indian New England during October. 
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Jolan Ippolito of North Rumford was one of several members of the The graves 0 f t ),e parents of L.L. Bean are found in the Abbott 's 




Molly Ockett Chorus, who visited the Molly Ockett exhibit following Mills Cemetery in Rumford. Benjamin W. Bean died on 13 


their concert on the Bethel Common in August. Photo courtesy of November 1884; his wife Sarah died four days later, leaving their 


Suzanne S. Bartlett. 


children as orphans. 



traliH 


Five members of a Rotary Study Exchange from Turkey were 
photographed above in the formal dining room of the Dr. Moses 
Mason House during their visit to the Society’s Regional History 
Center this autumn. 


Virginia Hastings Gamble, who served as one of the chairs of the 





i! 

l! 




Alder River Grange # 145 in East Bethel observed its centenary of Society 's House and Garden Tour in June 2004, poses with Society 


incorporation in 2004. Society Director Stanley R. Howe made a Director Stan Howe in back of the Dr. Moses Mason House 


slide presentation on the history of this Grange in November. following a spring planning meeting. 
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In Memoriam 


Died 26 November 2004, Thomas Wheeler, Bethel, Life 
Member 

Died 8 December 2004, Jessie Fairbanks, Norway, Senior 
Member 


Peter Gammons, also known as “Norbert Twichell, ” 
provided a good sampling of Maine humor at the 7' h annual 
New Year’s Bethel festivities on December 31. Four other 
venues, horse and wagon rides, marshmallow roast, 
fireworks, vesper service, children 's crafts, and community 
bell ringing at midnight were also part of the offerings in the 
celebration leading to the arrival of 2005. 


New Life Members 

Iris W. Baird, Lancaster, NH 

Norman K. and Barbara Ferguson, Hanover 

Orlando Fraser, Vidalia, GA 

Claire T. Loranz, Medway, MA 

Thomas H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA 

Norman R. and Jean H. Ness, Auburn 

Robert C. and Katherine Schneider, Dedham, MA 


Society Life Member and very active volunteer Dean Walker 
stands in front of a ca. 1900 thirty day clock that he recently 
restored and donated to the Society. It has been placed in the 
Museum Shop to keep time for customers and volunteers. 
Much appreciation is expressed to Dean for this fine addition 
to the O ’Neil Robinson House. 


Member Profile 

Rachel MacKay 

Rachel MacKay, the daughter of Ernest Leroy and Abbie 
Richardson Brown, was bom in Denmark, ME and moved to 
Bethel with her family in 1936. She attended Bethel school 
and graduated from Gould Academy in 1949. Prior to her 
marriage, she worked at the family business, Brown’s Variety 
Store on Main Street. She married Blake MacKay in 1952; 
they are the parents of four children and have eight 
grandchildren. In the 1 970s, she managed a fabric shop, Woof 
and Weft on Main Street and later worked at the Bethel 
Foodliner, retiring in 2002. She also taught Adult Education 
classes and was a 4-H and Brownie leader. A member of 
Eastern Star, she is a life member of the Bethel Historical 
Society and has volunteered regularly in the Museum Shop 
and assisted with the Special Projects Committee. She enjoys 
sewing and visiting with family and friends in her spare time. 


Ui IIH1M 
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Book Note 

Maine Life at the Turn of the Century Through the 
Photographs of Nettie Cummings Maxim. By Diane and 
Jack Bames. Charlestown, SC: Acadia, 1995. Pp. 128. 
Paper. $19.95. 

Originally published in 1995, this edition containing 
the photographs of western Maine photographer Nettie 
Cummings Maxim (1876-1910) was re-issued in 2003 . N. 
C. Maxim captured much of her world on a hillside farm 
on Bird Hill in Bethel. Here we see buildings and people, 
particularly winsome images of her children, including her 
daughter Winnie, who was perhaps more cooperative with 
the camera than her two brothers. Mrs. Maxim also 
documents scenes beyond Bird Hill with engaging photos 
of Locke Mills, Bethel, South Paris and further afield. In 
addition, the book includes examples of her studies of 
bam cats and native flowers as well as scenes of winter 
and summer. What is particularly remarkable was the 
quality of these images, her skill as a photographer, and 
her gifts as an artist as well as being a busy farmer’s wife 
and mother of three active children. Her untimely death 
at the age of thirty-four makes this book and its 
outstanding photographs all the more remarkable. The 
authors have provided very detailed captions based on the 
research of Blaine Mills, who has studied the Bird Hill 
neighborhood for many years. Those wishing to learn 
more about rural life around 1900 in the Western Maine 
mountains will find this book both rewarding and useful. 

SRH 

For ordering information, please see page 12. 


Editor’s Corner 

It is invariably a pleasure to hear from some of our 
readers, especially ones who have such positive comments 
on The Courier as Mimi Ashcraft of Westminster, MD. 
Recently, she wrote us saying that The Courier is “always 
well done and includes a nice range of topics, photos, etc.” 
In addition, she wrote, “I was most pleased to see the very 
complete financial picture of the Bethel Historical Society 
included....” 

I know that not everyone appreciates financial reports, 
member and donor lists, or even diary texts, but enough 
people find them of interest that it seems essential to keep 
them as part of the record as well as providing a 
“sampling” of items in the collection in addition to the 
inclusion of historical articles, book notes, Society news, 
etc. It also appears important to provide recognition to 
those who make contributions to the organization with 
their time and/or financial resources. In reaching a diverse 
membership and friend’s list, we strive to include a wide 
variety of articles and photographs, at least some of which 
should appeal to nearly everyone. The Courier is an 
ongoing project: an issue is published; another is in the 
works at all times. Reader comments and suggestions are 
always welcome. 

SRH 


SOCIETY OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

Arlan Jodrey, President; Allen Cressy, Vice President; 
Susan Herlihy, Secretary and Clerk of the Trustees; Walter 
Hatch, Treasurer; Trustees: June Abbott, Alvin Barth, 
Dorothy Bartlett, John Head, and Barbara Lapham. 



BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY Membership Application 


Membership in the 

• Free admission to the period house museum. 

• A 1 0% discount on purchases of $ 1 0 or more from 

the Society’s Museum Shop 

• Special Research Library privileges, including reduced 

photocopying fees 


Society entitles you to: 

• Subscription to the Society’s quarterly, The Courier 

• Preferred rate for exhibit hall/meeting room rental 

• Voting rights in the Society 

• Reduced course fees 

• Special invitations to Society events 


Note: New memberships activated after July 1 include that calendar year, plus the following year. 


Student (under 18 years) - $3 
Senior (over 55 years) - $5 
Sustaining (individual) - $10 
Contributing - $20 
Patron - $30 
Benefactor - $40 


Life over 55 years (individual) - $100 
Life over 55 years (couple) - $150 
Life 55 and under (individual) - $200 
Life 55 and under (couple) - $250 
Individual preference (any amount over $10) 
Corporate/Business - $50 


Name(s) 


Address 

Street P.O. Box 


Town/City 

Phone ( ) 


State/Province Zip/Postal Code 

e-mail 
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Published quarterly by the Bethel Historical Society, Stanley R. 
Howe, Editor. Please address all comments and inquiries to 
Editor, Bethel Historical Society Publications, P.O. Box 12, 
Bethel, Maine 04217. Telephone (207) 824-2908 or 

1-800-824-2910. FAX (207) 824-0882 

E-Mail: info@bethelhistorical.org ISSN0749-9208 


From The Museum Shop* 



Woodsmen, Horses, and Dynamite 

Rough Pulpwood Operating in Northwestern 
Maine 1935-1940 

First published in 1942, this historical account, with a 
new preface by Richard A. Hale, describes in detail the 
methodology and cost of producing massive amounts of 
pulpwood in Maine's northern forest, using manual labor 
aided only by horses and an occasional stick of dynamite. 
Includes fold-out maps and 63 plates of logging 
equipment. 197 pages, paper. $15.00 

To order : Send check or money order to the Bethel Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012. Members may 
deduct 10% from prices given on orders of $10 or more. 
Shipments to Maine addresses should include 5% sales tax. 
Shipping fees: under $10 = $2.00; $10 to $19.99 = $3.00; $20 
and over = $4.00 

*For a list of additional items available from the Museum 
Shop, please visit our web site at www.bethelhistorical.org 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Bethel, Maine 


The Bethel Historical Society 

P.O. Box 12 

Bethel, ME 04217-0012 

Address Service Requested 




REGIONAL HISTORY CENTER 


•- PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE COURIER COMING TO 
YOU BY TELLING US WHEN YOU MOVE OR CHANGE 
YOUR ADDRESS! 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: 

www.bethelhistorical.org 


CORPORATE/BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Alpine Meadow Haus ~ Austin Associates, P.A., C.P.A.s 
~ The Bethel Citizen. ~ The Bethel Inn & Country Club ~ 
Bethel Spa Motel & Ruthie's ~ Bethel Station Chiropractic 
~ Brooks Bros, Inc. ~ The Chapman Inn ~ Cho Sun ~ 
Crossroads Diner ~ R. A. Douglass, Inc. ~ Good Food 
Store ~ Goodwin's Inc. ~ Holistic Health Consultants ~ 
Hutchins Jewelers Inc. ~ The Inn at the Rostay ~ J.T. 
Keith Construction ~ Java House ~ Mahoosuc Realty, 
Inc. ~ Main-Land Development Consultants ~ Moore 
Recycling Associates, Inc. ~ Mt. Mann Jewelers ~ NTL 
Institute ~ Norway Savings Bank ~ Pat's Pizza ~ Perham's 
of West Paris ~ The Perennial Inn ~ Pooh Comer Fann & 
Greenhouse ~ River View Resort ~ S. Timberlake Co. ~ 
Smith & Town Printers ~ Smith Reuter Lull Architects ~ 
Stony Brook Recreation ~ Sudbury Inn ~ Sunday River 
Inn, LLC ~ Sunday River Skiway Corp.~ W. J. Wheeler & 
Co. ~ Western Maine Brokerage Services LLC ~ Western 
Maine Internal Medicine, PA ~ Western Maine Supply 
Co. ~ Douglas Zinchuk Carpentry 











